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always	 be	 possible	 to	analytically	 distinguish	 cultural	meanings	 from	 their	
biophysical	repercussions.
	 The	 second	 discussion	 concerns	 the	 political	 implications	 of	 the	















readers	 to	 seriously	 rethink	 long-term	processes	 of	 human-environmental	
interaction.
Ethnobotany of the Shuar of Eastern Ecuador.  Bradley Bennett, Marc Baker 
and Patricia Gómez Andrade.  Bronx:  New York Botanical Garden Press 















	 The	 book	 does	 suffer,	 however,	 from	 a	 narrow	 understanding	 of	
anthropological	methods	and	approaches.		Although	it	offers	a	brief	ethnological	
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although	 the	 ritual	 uses	 of	 the	 important	hallucinogens	Banisteriopsis caapi 
(natem,	 ayahuasca)	 (p.	 197)	 and	Brugmansia	 spp.	 (maikuwa,	 floripondio,	
english	trumpet)	are	listed	(pp.	258-259),	the	listing	for	Arachis hypogaea	(nuse,	






















the	 rationale	 for	 their	book:	 	“As	 forests	disappear	and	 traditional	 lifestyles	
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	 The	 appearance	 of	Chacon	 and	Mendoza’s	 twin	 edited	 volumes	Latin 
American Indigenous Warfare and Ritual Violence	and	North American Indigenous 











	 As	 the	 editors	 assert,	 scholars	have	 tended	 to	 ignore	 revisionist	“denial	
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